Screening and surgical intervention in the multiple endocrine neoplasia patient.
Persons with multiple endocrine neoplasias (MEN) are a unique group of patients that present with various APUDomas. Screening of family members can lead to early detection of these tumors and possible cure of potentially fatal tumors. Screening for the MEN syndromes at present is limited to provocative and biochemical parameters. The gene(s) responsible for these syndromes have not, as of yet, been characterized but in the future will add greatly to the ability to identify these patients early. Early surgical intervention of these APUDomas, has lead to an improved prognosis for these tumors. The screening and the surgical approach to each syndrome are outlined.